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INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.

THE first period embraces a space of one thousand years— from Thales, 550 B.C., to Proclus, who died 485
A.D., and until the disappearance of pagan philosophy as an outward institution, 529 A.D. The second period
extends to the sixteenth century, and thus again embraces a thousand years, to pass over which we must
provide ourselves with seven-leagued boots. While Philosophy has hitherto found its place in the religion of
the heathen, from this time on it has its sphere within the Christian world; for Arabians and Jews have only
tob™_ngticed in an external and historic way.

1. Through the Neo-Platonic philosophy we have come into quite familiar acquaintance with the Idea of
Christianity, as the new religion which has entered into the world. For the Neo-Platonic philosophy has as
its essen tial principle the fact that the Absolute is determined as spirit in a concrete way, that God is not a
mere conception. Although the Absolute is Thought, it must, in order to be true, be concrete in itself and not
abstract; in what we have just seen we have, then, the first appearance of the

absolutely existent spirit. But in spite of their profound and true speculation, the Xeo-Platouists still had not
proved their doctrine that the Trinity isthe truth, for thereis lacking to it the form of inward necessity. The
Neo-Platonists begin from the One that determinesitself, that sets alimit to itself from which the determinate
proceeds ; this, however, isitself an immediate method of presentation, and it is this that makes such
philosophers as Plotinus and Proclus so tiresome. Undoubtedly dialectic considerations enter in, in which
the opposites which are conceived as absolute are shown to be null ; but this dialectic is not methodical, but
occurs only disconnectedly. The principle of retroversioii and comprehension found with the Xeo-Platonists
isthat of substantiality generally, but because subjectivity is lacking, thisidea of Spirit is deficient in one
moment, the moment of actuality, of the point which draws al moments into one, and which thereby
becomes immediate unity, universality, and Being. To them spirit is thus not individual spirit; and this
deficiency is made good through Christianity, in which spirit is found as actual, present spirit, immediately
existent in the world here and now, and the absolute spirit is known in the immediate present as man. ...
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From reader reviews:
MikeHendrix:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetimeto
take awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read abook called L ectures on
the History of Philosophy, Volume 3? Maybeiit isfor being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

David Boggs:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 to
read.

L ouise Hawkins;

This book untitled Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 to be one of severa books that best
seller in thisyear, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Donna Bledsoe:

Y ou can obtain this Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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