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Variously and roundly perceived as gridlocked, incompetent, irresponsible, and corrupt, American
government commands less respect and trust today than perhaps at any time in the nation's history. But the
dysfunction in government that we like so little, along with the policy disastersit engenders, isin fact a
product of that deep and persistent distrust, Stephen M. Griffin contends in Broken Trust, an accessible work
of constitutional theory and history with profound implications for our troubled political system.

Undertaken with a deep concern about the way our government is performing, Broken Trust makes use of
the debate over dysfunctional government to uncover significant flaws in the conventional wisdom as to how
the Constitution works. Indeed, although Americans strongly believe that our government is dysfunctional,
they arejust as firmly convinced that the Constitution still works well. Griffin questions this conviction by
examining how recent policy disasters—such as the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the response to Hurricane Katrina,
and the 2008 financial crisis—are linked to our constitutional system. Thisleads him to pose the question of
whether the government institutions we have inherited from the eighteenth century are poor fits for
contemporary times.

Griffin argues that understanding the decline of trust in government requires investigating the historical
circumstances of the last several decades as well as the constitutional experience of the states. In particular,
he examines “hybrid democracy,” the form of constitutionalism prevailing in Californiaand other western
states that combines M adi sonian-style representative government with direct democracy. Hybrid democracy
offers valuable lessons relevant to our contemporary difficulties with dysfunctional government at the
national level. These lessons underpin the agenda for reform that Griffin then proposes, emphasizing
democratic innovations aimed at producing both more effective government and greater trust in our political
ingtitutions. Building on a better understanding of the sources and consequences of government dysfunction,
his book holds genuine hope, as well as practical possibilities, for the repair of our broken political and
constitutional system.
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From reader reviews:
Daphne Shew:

The feeling that you get from Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform
(Congtitutional Thinking) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Broken
Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in anumber of way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Broken Trust:
Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) instantly.

Frances Hayes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Broken Trust:
Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking)is one of several books which everyone
read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

OtisKey:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Broken Trust: Dysfunctional
Government and Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for al you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and
Constitutional Reform (Constitutional Thinking) become your current starter.

Jeffrey Channdll:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. Y ou can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to your account is Broken Trust: Dysfunctional Government and Constitutional Reform
(Congtitutional Thinking) this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Thisiswhy this book appropriate al of you.
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