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We have long thought of the Renaissance as a luminous era that marked a decisive break with the past, but
the idea of the Renaissance as a distinct period arose only during the nineteenth century. Though the view of
the Middle Ages as a dark age of unreason has softened somewhat, we still locate the advent of modern
rationality in the Italian thought and culture of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

Jacques Le Goff pleads for a strikingly different view. In this, his last book, he argues persuasively that many
of the innovations we associate with the Renaissance have medieval roots, and that many of the most
deplorable aspects of medieval society continued to flourish during the Renaissance. We should instead view
Western civilization as undergoing several "renaissances" following the fall of Rome, over the course of a
long Middle Ages that lasted until the mid-eighteenth century.

While it is indeed necessary to divide history into periods, Le Goff maintains, the meaningful continuities of
human development only become clear when historians adopt a long perspective. Genuine revolutions?the
shifts that signal the end of one period and the beginning of the next?are much rarer than we think.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Must We
Divide History Into Periods? (European Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism).
All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Margaret Garcia:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Must We Divide History Into Periods?
(European Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) to read.

Darlene Heckart:

The particular book Must We Divide History Into Periods? (European Perspectives: A Series in Social
Thought and Cultural Criticism) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior
to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
article book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

This Must We Divide History Into Periods? (European Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural
Criticism) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little
digest in reading this Must We Divide History Into Periods? (European Perspectives: A Series in Social
Thought and Cultural Criticism) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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