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Ngecha is the monumental and intimate study of modernization and nationalization in rural Africa in the
early years following Kenyan independence in 1963, as experienced by the people of Ngecha, a village
outside Nairobi. From 1968 to 1973 Ngecha was a research site of the Child Development Research Unit, a
team that brought together Kenyan and non-Kenyan social scientists under the leadership of John Whiting
and Beatrice Blyth Whiting.

The study documents how families adapted to changing opportunities and conditions as their former colony
became a modern nation, and the key role that women played as agents of change as they became small-scale
cash-crop farmers and entrepreneurs. Mothers modified the culture of their parents to meet the evolving
national economy, and they participated in the shift from an agrarian to a wage economy in ways that
transformed their workloads and perceptions of isolation and individualism within and between households,
thereby challenging traditional family-based morals and obligations. Their children, in turn, experienced
evolving educational practices and achievement expectations. The elders faced new situations as well as new
modes of treatment. Completing this valuable record of a nation in transition are the long-term reassessments
of the observations and conclusions of the research team, and a description of Ngecha today as viewed by
Kenyans who participated in the original study.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change.

Valerie Orbison:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
guide untitled Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change can be good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Glenn Bail:

Why? Because this Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social Change is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Della McDonald:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid Social
Change can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Ngecha: A Kenyan Village in a Time of Rapid
Social Change.
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