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Barack Obama’s historic 2008 campaign exposed many white Americans more than ever before to a black
individual who defied negative stereotypes. While Obama’s politics divided voters, Americans uniformly
perceived Obama as highly successful, intelligent, and charismatic. What effect, if any, did the innumerable
images of Obama and his family have on racial attitudes among whites? In The Obama Effect, Seth K.
Goldman and Diana C. Mutz uncover persuasive evidence that white racial prejudice toward blacks
significantly declined during the Obama campaign. Their innovative research rigorously examines how racial
attitudes form, and whether they can be changed for the better.

The Obama Effect draws from a survey of 20,000 people, whom the authors interviewed up to five times
over the course of a year. This panel survey sets the volume apart from most research on racial attitudes.
From the summer of 2008 through Obama’s inauguration in 2009, there was a gradual but clear trend toward
lower levels of white prejudice against blacks. Goldman and Mutz argue that these changes occurred largely
without people’s conscious awareness. Instead, as Obama became increasingly prominent in the media, he
emerged as an “exemplar” that countered negative stereotypes in the minds of white Americans.
Unfortunately, this change in attitudes did not last. By 2010, racial prejudice among whites had largely
returned to pre-2008 levels. Mutz and Goldman argue that news coverage of Obama declined substantially
after his election, allowing other, more negative images of African Americans to re-emerge in the media. The
Obama Effect arrives at two key conclusions: Racial attitudes can change even within relatively short periods
of time, and how African Americans are portrayed in the mass media affects how they change.

While Obama’s election did not usher in a “post-racial America,” The Obama Effect provides hopeful
evidence that racial attitudes can—and, for a time, did—improve during Obama’s campaign. Engaging and
thorough, this volume offers a new understanding of the relationship between the mass media and racial
attitudes in America.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Broome:

The event that you get from Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign
Changed White Racial Attitudes giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial
Attitudes instantly.

Lou Marshall:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Obama Effect, The:
How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign Changed
White Racial Attitudesis the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Brooke Callender:

The e-book untitled Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Obama Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign
Changed White Racial Attitudes from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Matthew Sammons:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Obama
Effect, The: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes provide you with a new experience in



studying a book.
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