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Dunbar High School in Washington, DC, defied the odds and, in the process, changed America. In the

first half of the twentieth century, Dunbar was an academically elite public school, despite being racially

segregated by law and existing at the mercy of racist congressmen who held the school’s purse strings. These

enormous challenges did not stop the local community from rallying for the cause of educating its children.

Dunbar attracted an extraordinary faculty: one early principal was the first black graduate of

Harvard, almost all the teachers had graduate degrees, and several earned PhDs—all extraordinary

achievements given the Jim Crow laws of the times. Over the school’s first eighty years, these teachers

developed generations of highly educated, high-achieving African Americans, groundbreakers that included

the first black member of a presidential cabinet, the first black graduate of the US Naval Academy, the first

black army general, the creator of the modern blood bank, the first black state attorney general, the legal

mastermind behind school desegregation, and hundreds of educators.

By the 1950s, Dunbar High School was sending 80 percent of its students to college. Today, as with

too many troubled urban public schools, the majority of Dunbar students struggle with reading and math.

Journalist and author Alison Stewart, whose parents were both Dunbar graduates, tells the story of the

school’s rise, fall, and path toward resurgence as it looks to reopen its new, state-of-the-art campus in the fall

of 2013.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Burgess:

The book First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School for
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide First Class: The Legacy of
Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Edgar Hightower:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this First Class: The Legacy of
Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Bruce Alexander:

The publication untitled First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar,
America’s First Black Public High School from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

James Martin:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School we can get
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School. You can more



appealing than now.
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