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In 1341 in Aragon, a Jewish convert to Christianity was sentenced to death, only to be pulled from the
burning stake and into a formal religious interrogation. His confession was as astonishing to his inquisitors as
his brush with mortality is to us: the condemned man described a Jewish conspiracy to persuade recent
converts to denounce their newfound Christian faith. His claims were corroborated by witnesses and became
the catalyst for a series of trials that unfolded over the course of the next twenty months. Between Christian
and Jew closely analyzes these events, which Paola Tartakoff considers paradigmatic of inquisitorial
proceedings against Jews in the period. The trials also serve as the backbone of her nuanced consideration of
Jewish conversion to Christianity—and the unwelcoming Christian response to Jewish conversions—during
a period that is usually celebrated as a time of relative interfaith harmony.

The book lays bare the intensity of the mutual hostility between Christians and Jews in medieval Spain.
Tartakoff's research reveals that the majority of Jewish converts of the period turned to baptism in order to
escape personal difficulties, such as poverty, conflict with other Jews, or unhappy marriages. They often met
with a chilly reception from their new Christian brethren, making it difficult to integrate into Christian
society. Tartakoff explores Jewish antagonism toward Christians and Christianity by examining the aims and
techniques of Jews who sought to re-Judaize apostates as well as the Jewish responses to inquisitorial
prosecution during an actual investigation. Prosecutions such as the 1341 trial were understood by papal
inquisitors to be in defense of Christianity against perceived Jewish attacks, although Tartakoff shows that
Christian fears about Jewish hostility were often exaggerated. Drawing together the accounts of Jews, Jewish
converts, and inquisitors, this cultural history offers a broad study of interfaith relations in medieval Iberia.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

Within other case, little people like to read book Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in
the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Between Christian and Jew:
Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Daniel Spencer:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and
Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series) can be the response, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sheilah Harvey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of
Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series) can make you sense more interested to read.

Nathan Strong:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391
(The Middle Ages Series) when you required it?
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