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In City of Strangers, Andrew M. Gardner explores the everyday experiences of workers from India who have
migrated to the Kingdom of Bahrain. Like all the petroleum-rich states of the Persian Gulf, Bahrain hosts an
extraordinarily large population of transmigrant laborers. Guest workers, who make up nearly half of the
countrys population, have long labored under a sponsorship system, the kafala, that organizes the flow of
migrants from South Asia to the Gulf states and contractually links each laborer to a specific citizen or
institution. In order to remain in Bahrain, the worker is almost entirely dependent on his sponsors goodwill.
The nature of this relationship, Gardner contends, often leads to exploitation and sometimes violence.
Through extensive observation and interviews Gardner focuses on three groups in Bahrain: the unskilled
Indian laborers who make up the most substantial portion of the foreign workforce on the island; the
countrys entrepreneurial and professional Indian middle class; and Bahraini state and citizenry. He contends
that the social segregation and structural violence produced by Bahrains kafala system result from a strategic
arrangement by which the state insulates citizens from the global and neoliberal flows that, paradoxically, are
central to the nations intended path to the future. City of Strangers contributes significantly to our
understanding of politics and society among the states of the Arabian Peninsula and of the migrant labor
phenomenon that is an increasingly important aspect of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject City of Strangers:
Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian
Community in Bahrainis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

James Fomby:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this City of Strangers: Gulf
Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain.

Brenda Taylor:

City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing City of
Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Janice Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this City of Strangers: Gulf Migration
and the Indian Community in Bahrain guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain as good book but not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so



do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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