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"I understand that in my own life, I represented a whole period of American history."

As Laura Ingalls Wilder realized they would, her widely loved stories of her prairie childhood have become
much more than a nostalgic blend of myth, memories, and autobiography. Historically, John Miller reveals,
they have much to tell us about the realities of day-to-day living and attitudes in the nineteenth century.

History and literature are closely intertwined, Miller contends, and in this book he illustrates how Wilder's
novels enhance our understanding of history and how, simultaneously, a historical perspective framed
Wilder's fiction. Wilder, he shows, interwove content and form to produce a sentimental and compelling, yet
nuanced and believable, picture of family life on the agricultural frontier.

Focusing on Wilder's novels set in and around De Smet, South Dakota, which include By the Shores of Silver
Lake and Little Town on the Prairie, Miller compares her fictional world to history recorded in census
figures, newspaper accounts, county records, maps, and photographs. He illustrates that, although Wilder
sacrificed some historical details for simplicity and drama, she preserved a general accuracy of people,
places, events, and customs and depicted many facets of late nineteenth-century life, from food and
entertainment to work ethics and education.

Miller also addresses the controversy over the authorship of the eight novels attributed to Wilder was she the
true author or were they ghostwritten by her daughter, Rose Wilder Lane? He contends that while Lane's
editorial contribution was of great value, the voice in the book belongs to Wilder. The books are filled with
her interpretations of the truth as influenced by the time period in which she grew up and the culture the
institutions, gossip, informal community pressure, media, stories, songs, roles, and stereotypes that
surrounded her.

Providing a glimpse of prairie life through the eyes of a young girl, Wilder's novels are as historically valid
as their nonfiction cousins, Miller argues. Hers is a lived history a sometimes romantic, sometimes
observational account of the joys and frustrations of life on the prairie and a reflection of the westward
movement in its prime.
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From reader reviews:

Lacie Young:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature
Meet book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer regarding Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little
Town: Where History and Literature Meet is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Andrea Winburn:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and
Literature Meet. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Charlotte Cooper:

You can find this Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Deborah Walker:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet
can make you sense more interested to read.
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