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Raising the Devil reveals how the Christian Pentecostal movement, right-wing conspiracy theories, and an
opportunistic media turned grassroots folk traditions into the Satanism scare of the 1980s. During the mid-
twentieth century, devil worship was seen as merely an isolated practice of medieval times. But by the early
1980s, many influential experts in clinical medicine and in law enforcement were proclaiming that satanic
cults were widespread and dangerous. By examining the broader context for alleged "cult" activity, Bill Ellis
demonstrates how the image of contemporary Satanism emerged during the 1970s. Blaming a wide range of
mental and physical illnesses on in-dwelling demons, a faction of the Pentecostal movement became
convinced that their gifts of the spirit were being opposed by satanic activities. They attributed these
activities to a "cult" that was the evil twin of true Christianity. In some of the cases Ellis considers, common
folk beliefs and rituals were misunderstood as evidence of devil worship. In others, narratives and rituals
themselves were used to combat satanic forces. As the media found such stories more and more attractive,
any activity with even remotely occult overtones was demonized in order to fit a model of absolute good
confronting evil. Ellis's wide-ranging investigation covers ouija boards, cattle mutilation, graveyard
desecration, and "diabolical medicine"?the psychiatric community's version of exorcism. He offers a
balanced view of contentious issues such as demonic possession, satanic ritual abuse, and the testimonies of
confessing "ex-Satanists." A trained folklorist, Ellis seeks to navigate a middle road in this dialog, and his
insights into informal religious traditions clarify how the image of Satanism both explained and created
deviant behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Elam:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Michael Lucius:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Pablo McNamara:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media. You can more attractive than now.

Travis Smith:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media when you desired it?
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