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While Karnatic music, a form of Indian music based on the melodic principle of raga and time cycles called
tala, is known today as South India’s classical music, its status as “classical” is an early-twentieth-century
construct, one that emerged in the crucible of colonial modernity, nationalist ideology, and South Indian
regional politics. As Amanda J. Weidman demonstrates, in order for Karnatic music to be considered
classical music, it needed to be modeled on Western classical music, with its system of notation, composers,
compositions, conservatories, and concerts. At the same time, it needed to remain distinctively Indian.
Weidman argues that these contradictory imperatives led to the emergence of a particular “politics of voice,”
in which the voice came to stand for authenticity and Indianness.

Combining ethnographic observation derived from her experience as a student and performer of South Indian
music with close readings of archival materials, Weidman traces the emergence of this politics of voice
through compelling analyses of the relationship between vocal sound and instrumental imitation, conventions
of performance and staging, the status of women as performers, debates about language and music, and the
relationship between oral tradition and technologies of printing and sound reproduction. Through her
sustained exploration of the way “voice” is elaborated as a trope of modern subjectivity, national identity,
and cultural authenticity, Weidman provides a model for thinking about the voice in anthropological and
historical terms. In so doing, she shows that modernity is characterized as much by particular ideas about
orality, aurality, and the voice as it is by regimes of visuality.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Salgado:

This Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. That Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The
Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The
Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Linda Gordon:

The book Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Singing the Classical, Voicing the
Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South India is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Lisa Martin:

Typically the book Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in South
India has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Eulalia Perry:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Singing the Classical, Voicing the Modern: The Postcolonial Politics of Music in
South India can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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