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Since 1945, the United States has manufactured and deployed more than 70,000 nuclear weapons to deter
and if necessary fight a nuclear war. Some observers believe the absence of athird world war confirms that
these weapons were a prudent and cost-effective response to the uncertainty and fear surrounding the Soviet
Union's military and political ambitions during the cold war. As early as 1950, nuclear weapons were
considered relatively inexpensive— providing "abigger bang for a buck"—and were thoroughly integrated
into U.S. forces on that basis. Y et this assumption was never validated. Indeed, for more than fifty years
scant attention has been paid to the enormous costs of this effort—more than $5 trillion thus far—and its
short and long-term consequences for the nation. Based on four years of extensive research, Atomic Audit is
the first book to document the comprehensive costs of U.S. nuclear weapons, assembling for the first time
anywhere the actual and estimated expenditures for the program since its creation in 1940. The authors
provide a unique perspective on U.S. nuclear policy and nuclear weapons, tracking their development from
the Manhattan Project of World War 11 to the present day and ng each aspect of the program,
including research, development, testing, and production; deployment; command, control, communications,
and intelligence; and defensive measures. They also examine the costs of dismantling nuclear weapons, the
management and disposal of large quantities of toxic and radioactive wastes |eft over from their production,
compensation for persons harmed by nuclear weapons activities, nuclear secrecy, and the economic
implications of nuclear deterrence.

Utilizing archival and newly declassified government documents and data, this richly documented book
demonstrates how a variety of factors—the open-ended nature of nuclear deterrence, faulty assumptions
about the cost-effectiveness of nuclear weapons, regular misrepresentation of and overreaction to the Soviet
threat, the desire to maintain nuclear superiority, bureaucratic and often arbitrary decisions, pork barrel
politics, and excessive secrecy—all drove the acquisition of an arsenal far larger than what many
contemporary civilian and military leaders deemed necessary. Atomic Audit concludes with
recommendations for strengthening atomic accountability and fostering greater public understanding of
nuclear weapons programs and policies.
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From reader reviews:
Melissa Ray:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each detailsthey get. How alot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Atomic Audit: The Costs and
Consequences of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940 book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may aready know.

Warren Cruz:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Atomic Audit: The Costs and
Consequences of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rosemary Lilly:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences
of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940 is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are
alot of benefitsthat you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Murphy:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences of
U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book
Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940 has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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