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Feminist criticism of nineteenth-century literature has traditionally repudiated the "angel in the house"ÐÐa
domestic figure who was kept in her place, isolated from the world of power and patriarchy and any
influence over it except through her children. Claudia Nelson, in looking at children's fiction of l857-l917,
finds that the figure of the angel appeared as an ideal not just in literature intended for young women, but
also in books for boys. Her book is an exploration of the changing ideals of masculinity disseminated in
popular writing for children over a sixty-year period and of the implications of her discoveries for feminist
scholarship, much of which she challenges.

Nelson argues that during the early Victorian period in children's literature, as in popular adult fiction, the
idealized figure of the androgynous angelic boy recurs,  enshrined as the avatar of a "manliness" that has
little to do with what we today would recognize as stereotypical masculinity. Such works were saturated not
only by religion but also by the religion of femininity.  

In this book, we are introduced to many boys' novels that are rarely read today, and we are taught to look
with new eyes at old favorites like Kipling, Stevenson, Grahame, Barrie, and Nesbit. Nelson covers such
genres as the school novel, the historical tale, the adventure, and the fantasy, along the way demonstrating a
tremendous breadth of reading of feminist and social history theory, as well as of children's literature. Her
writing is jargon-free and her insights into the cultural importance of Victorian children's fiction highly
illuminating. Among the first serious studies of this subject, it will be of interest  to literary and feminist
scholars of the Victorian and early modern periods.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradburn:

Why? Because this Boys Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and British Children's Fiction, 1857-1917 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Hawkins:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Boys Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and British Children's Fiction, 1857-1917 your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Boys Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and
British Children's Fiction, 1857-1917 giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Justin Belz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Boys Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and British Children's
Fiction, 1857-1917 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lola Kelly:

This Boys Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and British Children's Fiction, 1857-1917 is new way for you
who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Boys
Will be Girls: The Feminine Ethic and British Children's Fiction, 1857-1917 can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books



acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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