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From the most popular routines and the most ingenious physical shtick to the snappiest wisecracks and the
most biting satire of the last century, MAKE 'EM LAUGH illuminates who we are as a nation by exploring
what makes us laugh, and why. Authors Laurence Maslon and Michael Kantor draw on countless sources to
chronicle the past century of American comedy and the geniuses who created and performed it-melding
biography, American history, and alotta laughs into an exuberant, important book.

Each of the six chapters focuses a different style or archetype of comedy, from the slapstick pratfalls of
Buster Keaton and Lucille Ball through the wiseguy put-downs of Groucho Marx and Larry David, to the
incendiary bombshells of Mae West and Richard Pryor . And at every turn the significance of these
comedians-smashing social boundaries, challenging the definition of good taste, speaking the truth to the
powerful-isvividly tangible. MAKE 'EM LAUGH is more than a compendium of American comic genius; it
isawindow onto the way comedy both reflects the world and changes it-one laugh at atime.

Starting from the groundbreaking PBS series, the authors have gone deeper into the works and lives of
America's great comic artists, with biographical portraits, archival materials, cultural overviews, and rare
photos. Brilliantly illustrated, with insights (and jokes) from comedians, writers and producers, along with
film, radio, television, and theater historians, MAKE 'EM LAUGH is an indispensible, definitive book about
comedy in America.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ehlers:

This Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of Americabook issimply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actualy information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America without we know
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Make
'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Deloras Pinkston:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Doreen Williams;

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not seeking Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny
Business of Americathat give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America become your starter.

Joseph Nixon:

Someindividuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of
Americato make your own reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it.
Beside that the publication Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America can to be your brand-new



friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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