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The story of Jayson Blair and the chaos he sowed at the New York Times is a cautionary tale for the
American media and for a public concerned about the accuracy of the news it consumes. A young African
American reporter said to be ''promising and talented'' was found to have plagiarized a former fellow NYT
intern on a story about Iraq War casualties. This led to revelations involving a long pattern of egregious
plagiarism, outright fabrication, dateline fraud and other forms of journalistic deception - rocking the Times
to its foundations. After nearly a month in the hot seat, the paper's two top editors resigned, under pressure
from publisher Arthur Sulzberger Jr. and despite promises that no such ''newsroom scapegoating'' would
occur. The Times management called the Blair scandal an anomaly that shouldn't stain the paper's reputation
or raise questions about racial favoritism. But as William McGowan shows in this hard-hitting inquiry, the
episode was symptomatic of a long institutional and intellectual downward slide that has set America's most
important news icon at odds with its journalistic mission - and with much of mainstream America. Using the
Blair Affair as a springboard, McGowan examines the past decade at the Times, focusing on figures such as
Sulzberger, fired editor Howell Raines and Jayson Blair himself to understand how an ''irreplaceable national
institution'' could turn into the butt of late-night Letterman and Leno jokes. How did the Times become so
suffused with intellectual orthodoxy and so committed to a tattered political correctness? Who is responsible
for squandering the finest legacy in American journalism? Can the Times recover? These are some of the
questions McGowan ponders in Gray Lady Down, the inside story of what happened to America's ''Paper of
Record.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

The book Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means
for America? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Gray Lady
Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Sutton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Gray Lady Down: What the
Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Lyle Morales:

This Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Gray Lady Down:
What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America can be on the list of great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and
Fall of the New York Times Means for America forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Juanita Geil:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Gray Lady Down: What the



Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America, you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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