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'I Hope I Don't Intrude' takes its title from the catch-phrase of the eponymous hero of the 1825 play Paul
Pry, which was an immense success on the London stage and then rapidly in New York and around the
English-speaking world. It tackles the complex, multi-faceted subject of privacy in nineteenth-century
Britain by examining the way in which the tropes, language, and imagery of the play entered public
discourse about privacy in the rest of the century. The volume is not just an account of a play, or of late
Georgian and Victorian theatre. Rather it is a history of privacy, showing how the play resonated through
Victorian society and revealed its concerns over personal and state secrecy, celebrity, gossip and scandal,
postal espionage, virtual privacy, the idea of intimacy, and the evolution of public and private spheres.

After 1825 the overly inquisitive figure of Paul Pry appeared everywhere - in songs, stories, and newspapers,
and on everything from buttons and Staffordshire pottery to pubs, ships, and stagecoaches - and 'Paul-Prying'
rapidly entered the language. 'I Hope I Don't Intrude' is an innovative kind of social history, using rich
archival research to trace this cultural artefact through every aspect of its consumer context, and using its
meanings to interrogate the largely hidden history of privacy in a period of major transformations in the role
of the home, mass communication (particularly the new letter post, which delivered private messages
through a public service), and the state. In vivid and entertaining detail, including many illustrations, David
Vincent presents the most thorough account yet attempted of a recreational event in an era which saw a
decisive shift in consumer markets. His study casts fresh light on the perennial tensions between curiosity
and intrusion that were captured in Paul Pry and his catchphrase. Giving a new account of the
communications revolution of the period, it re-evaluates the role of the state and the market in creating a new
regime of privacy. And its critique of the concept and practice of surveillance looks forward to twenty-first-
century concerns about the invasion of privacy through new technologies.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Often the book 'I Hope I Don't Intrude': Privacy and its Dilemmas in Nineteenth-Century Britain has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Steven Cruce:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is 'I Hope I Don't Intrude': Privacy and its Dilemmas in Nineteenth-Century Britain.

Mary Blackwell:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This 'I Hope I Don't Intrude': Privacy and its
Dilemmas in Nineteenth-Century Britain is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Henry Hedrick:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and 'I Hope I Don't Intrude': Privacy and its Dilemmas
in Nineteenth-Century Britain or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes 'I Hope I Don't Intrude': Privacy and its Dilemmas in
Nineteenth-Century Britain to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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