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When Nietzsche dubbed Richard Wagner "the most enthusiastic mimomaniac" ever to exist, he was
objecting to a hollowness he felt in the music, a crowding out of any true dramatic impulse by extravagant
poses and constant nervous movements. Mary Ann Smart suspects that Nietzsche may have seen and heard
more than he realized. In Mimomania she takes his accusation as an invitation to listen to Wagner's
music—and that of several of his near-contemporaries—for the way it serves to intensify the visible and the
enacted. As Smart demonstrates, this productive fusion of music and movement often arises when music
forsakes the autonomy so prized by the Romantics to function mimetically, underlining the sighs of a Bellini
heroine, for instance, or the authoritarian footsteps of a Verdi baritone. Mimomania tracks such effects
through readings of operas by Auber, Bellini, Meyerbeer, Verdi, and Wagner.

Listening for gestural music, we find resemblance in unexpected places: between the overwrought scenes of
supplication in French melodrama of the 1820s and a cluster of late Verdi arias that end with the soprano
falling to her knees, or between the mute heroine of Auber’s La Muette de Portici and the solemn, almost
theological pantomimic tableaux Wagner builds around characters such as Sieglinde or Kundry. Mimomania
shows how attention to gesture suggests a new approach to the representation of gender in this repertoire,
replacing aural analogies for voyeurism and objectification with a more specifically musical sense of how
music can surround, propel, and animate the body on stage.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bingham:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Mimomania: Music and Gesture in
Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Mimomania: Music and Gesture
in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

William Grimm:

The book Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century
Music) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in
19th-Century Music)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Mimomania:
Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Wiersma:

The actual book Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-
Century Music) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

William Manwaring:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-
Century Music) when you required it?



Download and Read Online Mimomania: Music and Gesture in
Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century
Music) Mary Ann Smart #QNIDZC53AYS



Read Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century
Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) by Mary Ann
Smart for online ebook

Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) by
Mary Ann Smart Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Mimomania: Music and Gesture in
Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) by Mary Ann Smart books to read
online.

Online Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California
Studies in 19th-Century Music) by Mary Ann Smart ebook PDF download

Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century
Music) by Mary Ann Smart Doc

Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) by Mary Ann
Smart Mobipocket

Mimomania: Music and Gesture in Nineteenth-Century Opera (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) by Mary Ann
Smart EPub


